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Introduction. 


The fine collection of printed and manuscript Sanskrit and Tibetan 
works made by the late General Raja Sir Amar Singh of Kashmir 
amply proves that he had inherited the taste for the study of the 
ancient culture of India from his illustrious father, Maharaja Ranbir 
Singh, who was one of the most enlightened among the princes of India 
after the time of Akbar. In the reign of the late Maharaja, Kashmir 
again nearly attained the pinnacle of fame which it had reached in the 
centuries previous to the Muhammadan occupation, as a centre of 
Sanskrit learning. Scholars were invitxl from all parts of India to 
take charge of the schools, libraries, and research institutions that 
were established in Srinagar, Jammu, and other important places. A 
thoroughly qualified staff of Pandits and Maulvis was engaged in the 
translation of important Persian and Arabic classics into the vernacular 
and the compilation and publication of authoritative works on Hindu 
Law, Ritual, Astrology, Medicine etc. The extent of the Maharaja's 
interest in Sanskrit is revealed by the fact that he had a military 
manual prepared with the intention of replacing the English tenns of 
command by Sanskrit ones. Even the instructions regarding the 
bringing up of the princes, his children, and their daily time-table were 
issued in Sanskrit, which incidentally shows that the young Rajas also 
had ‘more than a mere passing acquaintance with the ancient language. 
It is not, therefore, a mafter of surprise that m later life all of them 
evinced keen interest in fostering a knowledge of Sanskrit and the 
preparation of copies of important and rare manuscripts. The late 
Raja Sir Ram Singh's manuscript library consisting of nearly two 
thousand volumes has been transferred in toto to the Raghunath 
Temple Library of Jammu, but is not included in Sir Aurel Stein's 
Catalogue of that Library. 

The Sanskrit library of Raja Sir Amar Singh, now in the possession 
of his son, General Raja Sir Hansingh,* K. c. r. e., k. c. v. o., whose 
munificence has rendered the preparation and publication of this cata- 
logue possible, consists of 1325 volumes, of which, 274 are manuscripts 
and the rest printed books. The subjects represented are (1) Veda and 
Vedic literature, (2) Smriti and Dharma SSstra, (3) Parana and Itihasa, 
(4) Philosophy, (5) Tantra, (6) Grammar and Lexicography, (7) Drama, 

* Now His Highness the Maharaja of Jammu and Kashmir. 
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Poetrj" and Poetics, (Sj Astronomy and Astroloccy, lO} Ritual, >'luj 
cine, (1 1 j Polity, etc. 

Since this collection was made, many of the works which appear 
in manuscript form hare and are brielly noticed in the following para- 
graphs have been published outside Kashmir. 

Vedic Lfiterature. 

The only manuscript work belonging to the Vedic literature is the 
Sirasankalpamantravivritti. It is written on birch bark and is a 
brief commentary on the well-known Sivasukta which is familiar to every 
Brahman who performs his daily Sandhya-vaudana. 

Smriti and Dharmasastra. 

Among the manuscript works on the subject of Smriti and 
Dhannasastra are (1) Aparaditya's commentary on Yajnavalkya, (2) 
Ranaviravrataratnakara, which is a large treatise on the obser\mnce of 
ceremonial fasts by the Hindus, compiled under the auspices of the 
late Maharaja Ranbir Singh, (3) the Nirnayamrita by Gopinaruyana, (4) 
the Vishnusmriti and (5) the Manusmriti. The last three are written 
on birch bark. The Ranaviravrataratnakara does not appear to have 
been published up to tliis time* An important and probably unpublished 
work Avhich needs special mention is '(6j the Maharnavanibandha. Its 
alternative title is the Karmavipaka, It appears to have been written 
during the reign of king Mandhatri, son of king Madaua. The locality 
of which Mandhatri and Madana were kings is not traceable. (7) The 
Dvadasiuirnaya is a small birch bark work on the astrological methods 
of ascertaining the exact duration of the ekadasl fast. 

Parana and Itihasa* 

In this section the only important manuscripts are : — (1) Hari- 
vamsasangralia ( on birch bark ), (2) the Bhagavata Purana and (3) 
Tulsidasa's Hindi Rama 5 mna, The latter is said to have been copied 
specially for the study of Maharaja Ranbir Singh. There is also (4) 
the Santiparva (in four volumes) of the Mahabharata with Hindi 
translation and commentary. (5) The MaghamSihatmya is a birch 
bark manuscript and forms part of the Padmapurana. It details the 
greatness of benefits accruing to persons who bathe daily and observe 
fasts in the month of Magha. 

Philosophy. 

Another manuscjript which the late Maharaja had got copied 
for his own personal stndj is the very liandsomely bound series of 
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Lsveut}' volumes of the Yoga Vasisinha, with translations in the 
vernacular. 

Under tliis heading ma}' be noted the great commentary on the 
Yoga Sutras by Patanjiili. It is written on birch bark. 

■ An unpublished work on Stiiva Darsaim is the Is\'arapratyabhij- 
fiuvivTitti. A shorter commentary on the same work by the same 
author is known as the Isvarapratyabhijnavimarshir.i which has been 
published. 

Tltree manuscript copies of the BhagavadgltS may be mentioned 
on account of their beautiful calligraphj' and coloured illustrations. 
Other works deserving notice are the Yogavasislitloasara in Hindi 
Ramahridaya, and Raniasita. The latter two works are frequently used 
for reading and reference bj' orthodox Hindus who are versed in the 
Vcdantic Philosophy. 

There is a birch, bark manuscript copy of ; the Sankhyavivritti of 
VigraharSjabhatta. 

Puvauavijaya and Sivasuryodaya are two works on Pranayoga* 

Grammar and Lexicography. 

The most notable manuscripts on Grammar are (1) Katantralaghu- 
vritti and ( 2 ) Balabodhiui. The latter is written on birch bark. Both 
of these are unpublished and were, until the Kashmir PathasSlas came 
under the aegis of the Punjab University, the chief grammatical text- 
books of the Sanskritists. of Kashmir. The first work is a commeufairV 
by Chhuchchhukabhatta on Sarmavarman’s Kalpasutras and the second 
is a further elaboration of the same by Jagaddhara Bhatta. All of these 
writers were Kashmirians. 

^abdariipavali 'v\'ith translation in Hindi and Sarasvata Vyakaranti 
arc two other manuscripts on the subject of Grammar. The first deals 
with the declension of- nouns.' The second is a treatise on Grammar 
generally, but is incomplete. Its author is Anubhutisvarupa, of whom 
nothing is known. 

Drama, Poetry and Poetics. 

Under this head the most interesting work is the birch bark’tiianu- 
script commentary of Vallabhadeva on Sisupalavadha. This Vallabha- 
deva was a Kas hm irian. The commentary is not yet published. 

The only work on Drama which need be mentioned is the HSsyari 
ipava, a humorous play by Jagadisvara. 
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A remarkiible ^vork which may be noted here, though it does not 
properly belong to this section, is the Bhaktirasamritasindhu. It des- 
cribes the different sentiments of love, devotion, mercy etc., as illustra- 
ted by the life of Sri Krishna. This work which is probably unpublished, 
has been copied from the original manuscript now preserved in the 
Raghunath Temple Library. The original is dated 1463, Vikrama Samvat. 
The author is unknown. 

Ustrology. 

The Akhetakaprashna is a curious work on Astrology and des- 
fcribes methods of finding out the proper time for setting out on hunting 
e.vpeditions etc. The original Sanskrit is accompanied by a Hindi 
translation. 

The Kaka Sastra and the Vasantaraja Sakuna are, as their names 
iiidicate, two treatises on the subject of omens etc. that may be drawn 
b)' a person \yhen he comes in contact with various birds and beasts. 
The latter is specially devoted to crow-lore.* 

The SkandhSsthiprashna is a treatise on the subject of deriving 
omens from the position of the shoulder-bone of the sacrificial goat . 
The SvapnachintSmani is devoted to the interpretation of dreams. 

The Meghamaia is an Astrologico-meteorological work stating the 
planetary combinations under which rainfall may be expected and what 
the consequences of such and similar combinations will be to the 
people and the world at large. Its author is Megharaja. 

The RanavIra^^.ja 5 ’■a is a work compiled by Visvesvara, the court 
astrologer of Maharaja Ranbir Singh. It describes from an astrological 
point of view the favourable times on which a king may set out on 
military campaigns in order to be sure of victory. 

The Lilavati of BhSskaracharya is a manual of Arithmetic and forms 
part of the SiddhSnta ^iromani. It has been published. 

Ritual. 

The only manuscript belonging to this class is the Sraddhakandi, a 
*»mall manual of sraddha rites as performed in Kashmir. 

Medicine. 

The Sasakamadhenu is an important v?ork On the science of medi- 
eiue. A summary of its contents is given on page 18. 

Xbo word iakuna (Persian* shagtin) means, ‘aUgurjT*, while iakurita rdeans ‘b bird/ 
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Polity. 

The Kamaudaki Xiti Sastra is the only maiiuscnpt which needs 
mention lu tins class, unless Hitopadesa is also included. 

Tantras. 

The number of Tanti 1C te^ts m this collection as well us in that 
of the late Raja Sir Ram Singh K. C. B. shows that both the Rajas 
possessed very great interest in the subject. Among the notable works 
that are in manuscript here but have been published elsewhere are : — 

(Ij Sanatkumara Tautra (2j Shatkarmadlpika (3j Syamaiahasya 
(4j Saradatilaka (5j Saktanandatarahgmi Guptasadhana Tantra (") 
RudraySmala — latter part only iS) Yogiui Tantra (9 ; Mahanirvana Tautra 
CIO) Nirvana Tantra (11_) Niruttara Tantra fl2j DevimShatmya — birch 
bark and paper copies, with commentary by Xarayana son of Xarasimha 
;'13) Datt?itre 5 ’'a Tantra (14) Tnpurasarasarauchchaya of Xagabhatta 
with commentary (15) TSra Ralmsya (16) Jnanarnava Tantri (17) 
Kularnava Tantra (1 8) Kamaratna Tantra (1 9j Kakshaputa bj’ Siddh a 
Xagarjuna (20) Indra J5la. 

Tlae texts that do not appear to have been published, at least in 
the Devanagan script, are 16 in number. The summaries of their con- 
tents are given in the following pages. 

iiUscellaneous. 

The Ahnikapaddhati is a sort of Rules of Conduct to be daily 
observed by the princes of Maharaja Ranbir Singh’s family. For bne^ 
contents of this very interesting work see page 20. 

Padatisiksha, Rayantrabhyasa, Rayantrasiksha and Samudnka- 
siksha are manuals of mihtary drill and rifle practice for the use of 
the Kashmir army. The intention of the Maharaja was to impart such 
knowledge as far as possible in the Hindi language and replace the 
English terms of command by Sanskrit ones of his own invention. 

A noteworthy manuscript in the collection is a fragmentary copy of 
the KathSsaritsflgara. 



SUMMARIES OF IMPORTANT MANUSCRIPTS 


THNTRfl. 

The Tautras like the Vedas aie regarded by the orLhoJo^c jis 
icvelations. They fall into five classes : — (1) Bhairava, in which the 
deity of woiship is Siva in any of his forms ; (2) Sakta lu which the 
Devi Parvati, peisoivfied as Sakti oi Power m au}" of her aspects, is 
the subject of woiship , (3) Vaishnava, m which Vishnu or any of his 
incaruations is the deity of worship ; (4) Sam a in which Surya, the 
SuivGod is the object of woiship ; and (5) Ganapatya, in which Ganesa 
^s the presiding deity. 

1. Gandharva Tantra. 

The Gandharva Tantia is a Sakta Tantra, as the deity whoste 
worslnp it enjoins is Tripurasundari, the goddess who is the Beau}^ 
of the three worlds.” 

The royal sage Visvamitra witnessing the extraordinary psychic 
powers of his Brahman rival Vasishtha approached the great rishi 
Dattatreya and expressed his dissatisfaction at the fruitlessness of his 
austerities, costly sacrifices and gifts, and recitation of elaborate 
mantras. The latter in order to remove his distress undertook to 
initiate him into the mysterious lore of Srividya, which, he said, had 
been communicated to him by Nandikesvara, who had heard it in a 
dialogue between Siva and Parvati. 

The term Siividya is used to describe both the famous fifteen- 
syiiabled mantia ( pahcliadasi ) and the sixteen syllabled mantra 
( shodasi ). By contemplation on the mantra in the prescribed way 
the devotee (sadhaka) is said to be able to secure the enjoyments 
(bhoga) of both this world and heaven, as well as salvation ( moksha ). 
There are two principal ways of upSsana : bahya ( outer ) and antah 
(inner). The bahya upasana is performed in the usual way with physical 
materials such as flowers etc. Its chief distinguishing feature is the pre- 
paration of a yantra — the well-known Sri-chakra, a diagram composed 
of interlaced triangles whose number is forty-three* This is also 
called the apara-puja ( not-transcendental worsliip ) as distinguished 
from the antah (inner) or para (transcendental worship). The lattei is 
purely Kundahni yoga, a wonderful system of physico-psychic culture 
by which the aspirant attains t^atmya (tliat-same-ness) or aikibhava 
(oneness) with his ishtadmatay the deity of his meditations, who in 
case of Gandharva Tantra is the Dev! Tripurasundari, The chief 
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feature of this worship, if it luay he so called, is pranat'ama and its 
attendant practices, by which the Kunlalinl Sakti, the Serpent Power 
or Coiled Force said to be located in the Mfiladhfira iit the base of the 
spinal column, is awukoucd or unfolded and led by tlcifrees to the 
SahasiTini padmu, “ Thousaud-petuHed Lotus, " a spiritual centre 
supposed to be located in the cerebrum. There is a third, a mi.Kcd form 
of puja, known as the parapara, the outer and inner combined, which 
is prescribed for the devotee who aspires after libenitlon without givinj? 
up or wishing to give up worldly enjoymeiits. The greatest Sildhaka of 
the parapara puja is said to have been Sri Krishna, while that of pura 
puja is Siva. The apara pnja is intended for those whose desires are 
centered round the enjoyments of this world and the next. 

2. Radha Tantra. 

This Tantra like the GandUarva is said to have bceir revealed by 
feva to Parvati. The story refers to the propagation of Kulachara, the 
left hand path of Saktism, b^* Krishna. It is said that Vishnu once 
worshipped the Devi for a long time. When she appeared before him 
she communicated to him the thirty -lettered mantra. It however seems 
that this mantra by itself was not sufficieitt to enable him to obtain the 
psychic powers ( siddhis ) he was in search of. These siddhis so 
difficult to obtain are, the Devi said, comparatively easily attainable if 
She is worshipped according to the forms proper to the Kulachara, the 
chief feature of which is the presence of a dutt, a lad\’ who is con- 
veisant with and eligible for participation in the rites. Therefore 
Padmini (probably Lakshmi herself), an attendant of the goddess, oTer- 
cd to go down to the world of mortals to facilitate Vishnu's worship 
of Tripura in consonance with the Kula rites. Thus Vishnu and 
Padmini took birth in Mathura as Krishna and Riidha to perform 
and, as the Tantra says, to illustrate the practice, principles, and 
results of the left hand form of &tkti worship. 

The predominant feature of the Varna marga, the left liand path of 
Tantrism, is worship with the five Ma-karas : wine, woman, meat, fish, 
aitd mudra (mystic signs and postures of the hands etc.). 

3. Matrikabbedatantra. 

This Tantra like the foregoing ones owes its origin to feva. The 
Devi asks how in the Kali-kaia (the present Dark Age) it is possible to 
perform the worship of Tripura when gold, precious stones, and other 
materials with which alone such worship could be conducted are 
so scarce and costly. Siva in addition to describing the different 

i " ' 
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methods of chemical or^ more correctly speaking, alchemical transforma- 
tions of quick-silver for the purposes of utilising it in the transmutation 
of metals, describes a number of peculiar rites regarding the consecra- 
tion of \\dnc and the production of male offspring, speaks in praise of 
ceremonial vdne-drinking in a skull, and reveals the methods of the 
preparation of a Siva-lifiga from quick-silver etc. 

The signification of the name Matrikabhedatantra seems to bo 
doubtful. It may either be resolved into Matrika-bhcda or Matrika- 
abheda. In the first case the term maj' mean the “Tantra devoted to the 
Great Mother (Sakti Tripurasundari) from whom all varieties (bheda) 
of saktis (forces) are derived.” The second meaning is that the Tantra is 
devoted to the worship of Sakti-M5trik5 into whom all other Saktis arc 
indissolubly (abhedena) absorbed. The deity whose worslup is 
enjoined in the Tantra is Tripurasundari. 

4. Uddamaresvara Tantra. 

This Tantra is a purely secular text. No mention is anywhere 
made regarding the means of salvation ^or attainment of divine jo 5 "s. 
The whole of it is exclusively devoted to the preparation of drugs and 
the exercise of the mantric powers for acquiring the good things of life, 
such as freedom from various diseases, preserving the foetus oi a pre- 
gnant woman, counteracting the injurious effects of snake bite, bring- 
ing under control of goblins, witches, and other preternatural beings ; 
also for the acquisition of magic sandals, the power of making oneself 
inrisible, and of extemporising verses, etc. Magical methods of killing 
one’s enemies, causing madness, blindness, unconsciousness, etc. arc 
also described. 

In the colophon this Tantra is described as forming part of the 
Rudrayamalatantra. 

5. KamakhyS Tantra. 

Tliis Tantra asserts for itself a divine origin, but does not contain 
anything very interesting apart from its dedication to the Goddess 
Kamakhya who is worshipped in Assam. KamSkby^fl is a form of Kfill. 
The text devotes a special chapter to the worship of the Devi with the 
five Ma-karas (see miiv). 

6. ^aktisangama Tantra. 

This large test is full of the scribe’s errors. Its special interest lies 
in its mentioning the two schools of feakti worsliip known as the 
^CSdipiata and Hadimata. The former represents the left hand School^ 
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in which the chief object of worship is the Goddess. Kali, and which 
not only allows but enjoins practices that under ordinar}’ circumstances 
would be considered extremely objectionable. Hadimata on the con- 
trary represents the right hand school in which the' most transcendental 
philosophy and devotion of the liighest order is associated with the 
worslu'p of the Sakti. The right hand school does doubtless possess an 
elaborate ritual, but there is nothing in it which would not bear the 
light of da}’. The same cannot, unfortunately, bo said of the left hand 
school. Among the varieties of this latter school are mentioned the 
Mahanila Krama, Mahachina Krama, Gandhars’a Krama, Chhinna- 
masta Krama, Bhairava Krama, Bagalamuklu Krama, MahSraja Krama, 
Bhuvanesvan Krama, Kamala Krama, Dhumavati Krama, and Brahma- 
mShga Krama. 

The followers of this sect are said to have the privilege of not 
being polluted by Sutaka, the ceremonial impurity on the occasions 
of birth and death in high caste Hindu households. Various kinds of 
Yoga, c. g., Dhyanasakti yoga, KSlayoga, Balakalpa, Latayoga, Brahma 
yoga, Rahasya yoga, etc. are described. 

Last of all is related the way of consecration of a corpse to be used 
as a seat in the course of performance of the rites, and of a skull to be 
used as a pot for offering oblations etc. 

7. Kramadipika. 

In Kramadipika the Tantric worship of Krishna GopSla is described 
in detail. A peculiarity of this Tantra, perhaps of this branch of Tantras, 
is tliat it makes no distinctions and lays down no conditions for the 
aspirant. No matter what one’s caste or colour or sex may be, one is 
eligible for participation in the worship, provided one has the initial 
qualification of devotion to Krishna. 

S. Devirahasya. 

Deviraliasya forms part of the great Rudrayhmala Tantra. It is 
divided into two parts. The first part deals with the performance of 
Diksha, an elaborate sacrifice by which the performer builds for himself 
a new spiritual (mantramaya) body, gets rid of his accumulated past 
karmas (safichitakarma) and at the end of his current life automatically 
attains either salvation or a. divine body (through wliich he partakes of 
celestial joys) according as his Diksha has been performed from a Mum- 
ukshu’e or a Bubhukshu’s point of viewh This Tantra in spite'of its 

(X) Mumukshu is an aspirant after pure salvation; Bubhuksku, on the other han4 
is a person who hankers after enjoyments whether earthly or cel^stie,!. 
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name, which ought to confine its contents to the elucidation of the 
mysteries of the Devi’s worship alone, deals with the mantras and 
worship of a number of other gods and goddesses. In the first part in 
addition to tlie revelation of the Sakta mantras, the mantras of Siva 
and Vishnu arc also revealed. It must be understood that the 
mere knowledge of a mantra does not endow the student with 
any particular power. The text therefore liarrates how the mantra is 
to be “unlocked” or “ unbolted " which makes it ready for use and their 
how it is to bo vivified, when alone it can be put to use. The different 
diagrams pertaining to the mantras, the reason why a mantra should 
h ive a rishi and a chhanda, and the way the Bhairava is to be brought 
under control are also described. The origin and purification of winc- 
etc. are described in the first part, while the second is ontirol}’’ devoted 
to the pafichangas of the five deities, Ganapati, Surya, Lakshmi, 
NilrSyana, Mrityufijaya and Durga. Panchanga consists of the five 
factors of worsliip vw. (1) a hymn in praise of the particular God, (2) his 
thousand names, (3) the preparation of the diagram and the revelation 
of the mantra, (4) the kavacha or armour prepared by invoking the 
several protective aspects of the deity and placing each of them as a 
sort of guard on parts of the Sfidhaka’s body and (5) the ritual of 
worship. 

One pafichaiiga is missing from the manuscri]it. 

9. GayatiS Tantra. 

This small text describes, as the name indicates, the worship of 
GSyatri and belongs to the right-hand path ( dakshina marga ) of Sakti 
worship. It is related that Ganeaa heard this Tantra from ^iva and 
acting under His orders, communicated it to the Brahmans of Siddlia- 
srama. The worsliip of GSyatri is described in detail. Not only has 
the whole mantra a presiding goddess ( the Gayatri embodied '), but 
every one of its twenty-four letters has a distinctive colour, a special 
place (nySsa) in the body of the Sadhaka (for his acquiring a 
mantramaya or spiritual body), and a special presiding deity. An 
interesting feature of G§yatrT worsliip as described in this Tantra is 
tliat it must be preceded by the puj3 of feva-linga, 

10. Todala Tantra. 

In the To^la Tantra &va describes to PSrvati the ten MaliSvidySs 
( great goddesses of supreme knowledge ) and the corresponding Bhai- 
rava of each goddess. Each of the goddesses is identified with^ or^e . qf 
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the tell Avataras of Vishnu, e* g., Tara with Matsya, Bagalamukht with 
Kurma, Dhumavati with Varaha, Kali with Krishna and so ou. Thus 
it will be seen that this text does not extol and enjoin the worship 
of one particular god or goddess, but of a number of deities who, being 
the manifestations of the same supreme spirit, are capable of bestowing 
upon their respective devotees, the same benefits and powers. 

The prasada mantra, the syllable Hum, is described. It is to be 
understood in the case of these mantras that though they are supposed 
to be the vehicles of force, the}" are considered to be powerless unless 
endowed with chaitanya (life or consciousness). This can only 
be achieved by pranayama and by uncoiling and raising to the 
Sahasrara of the force known as the Kundaliui, which is supposed to 
reside in the Muladhara, near the base of the spinal column. 

th KankaiamalinI Tantra. 

This Tantra owes its name to the fact of Kali being its presiding 
deity. KankaiamalinI, wearer of a garland of skulls, is one of the titles 
of Kali, It belongs to what is known as the Dakshinamnaya which is 
described in detail in the first Ahnika of Abhiuavagupta's Tautraloka* 
It is stated there that Siva in the form of Svachchhairda delivered six 
amuayas or systems of Tantric philosophy through his six mouths. 
The amnaya to which this Tantra belongs was delivered by his right 
(dakshina) mouth. The various mantras of Kali and the six centres of 
power (shat-chakra) are described in this work. 

12. Brihan^Nila Tantra. 

This text begins with ^'Homage to Tara'^ and contains the mantras 
of Nila-Sarasvati, and the rites of initiation of the neophyte who 
aspires to her worship. The appellation Nila in connection with* 
Sarasvati and dedication of the text to Tara seem to me to indicate 
that the ritual, before its present Hindu Tantric garb was given to it 
was connected with the worship of the Buddhist Goddess Nlla-Tara. 
Apart from this fact this Tantra does not contain anything in which it 
materially differs from the doctrines and practices of other similar 
treatises. Chapter VH describes how a favour once granted to a person 
.may be withdrawn, and chapter IX deals with the subjugation to one's 
will of the Vetala or Vira, the Guardian deity of the cremation ground. 

13* Srividyarnava. 

Srividyarnava is a very important Tantric work by the sannyas! 
Vidyaranya, the pupil of Pragalbhach5rya, who was himself the pupil 
of Vishnu Satma^ the pupil of the great §ankaracharaya. 
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The author states that ho was regent during the miiiorit}' of Prince 
Ambadeva, whose father, Pr-audhadeva, hud died before his birth. The 
cause of the father’s death is recounted thus. Lakshmanu, one of the 
14 pupils of Sri Sankarachara 3 'a, was wandering about as an ascetic 
when Prduilmdeva invited him to his own capital and accorded him a 
princely welcome. A special house with all that was necessary for his 
comfort was given to him. Once a number of merchants from foreign 
parts presented some costl)’ pieces of cloth to the King, who handed 
them over to Lakshmana. The latter taking them to his house,, lit a 
sacrificial fire and burnt them as an offering to the Devi. The king 
hearing of this incident waxed wroth and demanded the return of his 
present. Lakshmana prayed to the Devi to let him have the fabrics 
back. The Devi acceded to his request. Lakshmana, thereupon sent 
back to the king his gift, and inflicting the curse of childlessness on him 
because he had demanded back a gift given to a Brahman, left 
the place for Dakshina-patha. The repentant king followed and tried to 
appease him. The result of his efforts was that Lakshmana relented so 
fiir as to say that he would have a son, but would not derive any enjoy- 
ment from him ; and so the king died when his wife became encicntc. 

After the king’s death and during the infancy of Prince Ambadeva 
his son, Vidyarayya, then probably a householder and connected in 
Borne capacity with the royal familj^, became the regent. During his 
regency he founded a new city, ^rlvidyanagarl, at a cost of over 12 
crores (coin not mentioned). 

When Ambadeva came of age, Vidyaranya retired and, at the 
request of the scholars present in the king’s court, began to write his 
magnum opus, the SrividyAr^ava. His purpose in writing it was to 
define the respective limits of the Kadimata and Kallmata of the 
Tantric ritual so that the practices of the followers of the two systems 
might not get mixed up and lead to confusion, and thereby detract from 
the siddhis resulting from the upasana. In the introduction the author 
states that the main difference between the Kadimata and the Kallmata 
is that the former is a system of upasana, the aim of which is the attain- 
ment by the Sadhaka of spiritual identity with the Devi Madhumatl, 
While the aim of the latter is the attainment of spiritual identity with 
the Dev^ Malinl. The four most important and the best known 
works of the Kadimata are said to be Tantraraja, Matrik3r:pava, 
Tripurar^iava and Yoginihridaya. An interesting statement in the 
author’s introduction is that the systems of Tautra at present [i. e., in 
the author’s time ] in vogue have all been propagated by SankarS* 
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charya. Upto that time, according to the author, the succession of 
Gurus was a very limited one, as no Guru had more than one pupil. But 
Sahkaracharya had fourteen pupils, five of whom were Bhikshus (monks) 
and nine, householders. These persons were initiated into difFereiit 
mantras and different systems of upasana ; and as the)’ settled in 
different parts of the country, there was naturally some diversit)’ in the 
systems of ritual followed in different regions. The names of the five 
Bhikshus were Sankara, PadmapacUi, Bodha, Girvana and Anaudatirtha ; 
and those of the householders were Suudara, Vishuusarma, Lakshmana, 
Mallikarjuna, Trivikrama, Sridhara, Kapardi, Kesava, and Damodara. 
They were put in charge of the various mathas, pithas, and upapithas 
instituted by Saiikara. Vishausarma’s pupil was Pi’agalbhacharj’a and 
the latter’s pupil was Vidyaranya, author of the present treatise. 

A very interesting feature of the Tantra is the mention of the 
presiding deities of the six centres of the Sushumna. They are 
Navatmesvara, Dvipesvara, Samvartakesvara, Hamsesvara, Visvesvara, 
and Paramesvara, respectively ( beginning with the Muladhara ), and 
arg the same as those mentioned in the famous Hymn, Saundaryalaharl, 
ascribed to §afdiaracharya himself. The worship of the rashmis, rays 
of power [ sakti ], emanating from the presiding deities, is described in 
great detail. The total number of rays in all the chakras is 360. 

The mantra of worship is the Shoiasi and the deity is Tripura- 
sundarT. A curious feature of the Shoiasi mantra is the number of 
versions (about thirty) in which it is preserved. The most famous 
recension is that of Lopamudra which was the one favoured by 
Sankara himself, since he has made mention of it in the Saundaryalaharl. 

The upasana of the ^rlvidya belongs to the Urdhvamnaya, that is to 
say, it is supposed to have been inculcated by the uppermost head of Siva. 

14. ^IvatSmlava with eommentary. 

The text belongs to what is known as the Yantra SSstra, the 
Science of magic diagrams which may be worshipped, worn as amulets, 
or launched forth as offensive weapons. The difference between the 
exercise of psychic powers through mantras and yantras is, that while 
a yantra engraved on a tlhn plate of copper, silvef or gold, or simply 
written on a piece of birch bark can be given to the person for whom 
divine protection or divine anger is invoked, the mantra cannot be 
imparted except to a regularly initiated pupil. The adept alone can 
use a mantra. The yantra, though drawn and invested with magic 
power by an adept can be used by any one, who need not necessarily 
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be an initiate. But the power of the j’antra is strictly lim’tcd. It is 
efficacious only in the case of the person for or agahist whom it is 
intended and for the particular purpose for which it is intended. Thus 
a yantra which is capable of ridding a person of his enemies is power- 
less to procure him wealth or offspring. All the consonants in Deva 
Nagari alphabet except n and n have numerical values, the two 
exceptions n and n being counted as zero. The value of conjunct 
consonants is determined by their last member. Vowels are not count- 
ed. The mantra which consists of a number of syllables is resolved into 
figures which are arranged into squares of four, five or more — each 
according to the convenience of the arrangement ; but care must be 
taken that the total of the figures in each row of squares, no matter 
whether takerr vertically, horizontally or diagonallj^, is the same. The 
commentator, Nila Kantha, is specially interesting when he attempts 
to “ diagramise ” some of the Vedic mantras, thereby trying to establ- 
ish the contention that it is not only the Tantric but also the Vedic 
mantras that lend themselves to being reduced to yantras, and that, 
in other words, the Tantras have their roots in the Vedas. 

The original work, fevata^idava, is ascribed to DakshinSmurti, a 
semi-divine form of Siva. The commentary has been written by one 
Choudhri Nila Kantha in the Saka Samvat 1602 (A. D. 1680). It is 
named Auuparama, after Anup Singh, the ruler of Bikaner (?) in whose 
reign it was written. The genealogy of Anup Singh is traced back to 
a few generations. 

13. Ghata Yoga. 

This incomplete text forms part of a large work known as the 
Gheranda Saihhiti. Unlike the preceding text it does not aspire to 
the distinction of a divine origin, but frankly confesses to being a 
compilation by a sage called Gherairda. It describes some fonns of 
pranayoga (control of breath), and generally follows the practice laid 
down in the Hathayogapradipika. The system of Yoga described 
in this fragmentary text is called Glratayoga from the root ghab 
meaning ' to join, mix up,’ because prana, apana, nada, bindu, jivatma 
and Paramatma act in unison w'hile the sadhaka is engaged in this 
yoga. Possibly also the body in wlrich prai;a etc. move and have 
their being is likened to a ghata (a jar). 

16. Bhaktiras3iiii1tasiiidhu. 

This is a large devotional work with Krishna as its hero and deity. 
In it the various forms which Bhtrkti may take and under which a 
devotee can worship his god, are described in detail. 
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aSTROLOGY. 

1. Skandhasthiprashna. 

This work has a curious history. In tho prologue the author, 
the astrologer Visvesvara ( who is still living ) states that Maharaja 
Ranbir Singh's curiosity was excited by a foreigner’s ( the foreigner 
was probably a Persian or an Arab ) relating to him the methods of 
augury prevalent in his own country . He accordingly had the main 
treatise on the subject brought over to Kashmir. This was translated 
into Sanski'it by Visvesvara and named SkandhSsthiprashna. He 
states that this system of astrology was first propagated by the famous 
physician Lukman and that he was by its means able to read the 
secrets of the past, present and future. His enemies fearing his 
knowledge had his books torn to shreds and thrown into a river. 
The very rough treatment meted out to the books, far from destroy- 
ing the knowledge they contained, only served to preserve it in a 
more pennanent form. The books got dissolved in water which was 
drunk by some sheep. Heirceforth, the whole species of sheep, or 
more particularly their shoulder-bones, became the repositories of the 
science of augury. The translator himself seems to be aware of the 
manifest absurdity of this legend, but consoles himself with the reassur- 
ing belief that everything is possible through the agency of Maya. 

Augury is drown from the position and other conditions of the 
shoulder-bones of the sheep which is sacrificed. 

2* Kakasastra. 

This treatise describes the auguries to be drawn from the move- 
ments of crows. It is a compilation, the first part comprising “crow 
lore” according to Garga, and the second part according to Gautama. 

3. Svapnachintamani. 

Svspnacliintamani is a manual on the interpretation of dreams- It 
has been composed by Deva, sou of Durlabharaja. Dreams are 
classified into nine varieties, the last three only of which, those 
inspired (1) by the Gods, (2) by the dreamer’s own previous sins 
or (3) by his merits, are said to afford a clue for unravelling 
the mystery of the events to come. Day dreams are not suitable for this 
kind of investigation. It is further stated that the dreams of the first 
quarter of the night bear fruit after an interval of one year, those of 
the second after six months, those of the third after three months, 
while those of the last quarter fructify immediately. The means of 
vfarding off the evils indicated by dreams are also mentioned. 
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4. Ranavlravifaya. 

Ranarlra'\’ija,ya is the name of a compilation by the astrologer 
Visvesvara. The originals from ^^'liich its various parts or subjects are 
drawn are (1 j Rajavijaya (2) Mukundavijaya (3) ^atruparabliava (4) 
Yuddhajayarnava and (5) Karapatijayachar}^. The compiler has also 
added a Hindi commentary to the text. The object of this bulky work 
(consisting of 282 large leaves written on both sides) is to give a detail- 
ed description of the signs and omens which ensure the victoiy of an 
army in battle, the days on wliich proceeding on campaigns iia parti- 
cular directions is to be avoided, the various methods, empirical and 
otherwise, by which the result of a conflict between two persons or 
armies can be foretold, and the undertaking of an action in accordance 
with brcatliing through one or the other nostril (the time when a 
man breathes through the right nostril being considered auspicious for 
hard and merciless actions such as war or infliction of punisluncnt, 
etc, the time when a man. breathes through the left nostril, for other 
works, and the time when a man breathes tlirough both the nostrils, 
altogether inauspicious). The various methods of taking by storm a 
citj', or a fortress, built in water or on a mountain, are also described. 
Ways of ascertaining beforehand the weather conditions of a campaign 
are mentioned. The qualifications of a commander-in-chief are 
narrated. The qualities, methods of manufacture,and cleaning and 
keeping, of arms in a serviceable condition are described. Methods of 
aiming at flying objects, and hitting animals which are heard but not 
seen, are stated. If the king himself is to take part in battle, magical 
means for ensuring his safety are given. 

The work concludes with a chapter from the Mahabharata in 
praise of war. 

S. Skhetaka Prashna. 

The work describes some astrological methods of finding the proper 
time of going out on hunting expeditions and of finding good sport. 
It is accompanied by a Hindi translation and must Iiavo been WTitten 
in Maharaja Ranbir Singh’s time. 


RITOHL. 

L Sraddhakandf. 

This little birch bark manuscript gives a short description of the 
Sraddha ritual as performed in Kashmir. It is traditionally ascribed to 
the Risln LaugSkshi and belongs to a ^§kh5 of Yajurveda. §r5ddha in 
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Kashmir is a much more elaborate affair than that which is current ia 
the plains of India. Three kinds of Sraddha are described : Nitya* 
Kamya and Parvana. The first is the daily tarpana at wMch oblations> 
generally of water, are given not only to the manes, but to all beings 
visible or invisible. The second, Kamya, is performed on such days as 
the lunar or solar eclipse etc., when oblations are given to twelve pitris, 
the three immediate male arid three female ancestors on the father’s 
side and the same on the mother’s side. This sraddha is performed with 
a view to obtain children, wealth and other desirable objects from or 
through the intercession of the manes. Parvana Sraddha is perfonned 
on the death anniversarj' of any particular person. 

2< Vivahapaddhati. 

The ritual of marriage herein described is that of the Sutras 
generally followed in India. The Kashmir form of marriage is slightly 
different from this and is based on Laugakshi sutras. 

3. Ranaviravrataratnakara 

This manuscript of nearlj' 1500 large loaves is devoted to the 
detci'minatiou of the parvan or holy days in the year and the merit 
accruing to the orthodox by the observance of fasts and the perform- 
ance of appropriate religious ceremonies on such days. It was,; 
compiled by a large staff of Pandits under the direction of Pandit Shiv 
Shankar m Samvat 1922. The verses are the composition of Ifevya 
Chandi Das, a resident of a village near Kurukshetra. This work be- 
gins with the genealogy of Maharaja Ranbir Singh traced by the poet 
Chandi Das to the Sun, the tutelary deity of the solar race of Rajputs- 
It is divided into tliree parts, the first giving a very minute description 
of the holidays in the months of Chaitra to Ashalha, the second from 
Sravana to Asvina, and the tlfird from Kartika to Phalguna. 

4 Maharnava Nibandha. 

Tliis again is a lujgo work compiled under the auspices of a king 
named Mandhatri, son of Madanapala, whose genealogy is traced to 
some generations in the beginning of the work. It attempts to prescribe 
such remedies as fasting, hearing of sacred texts, giving gifts to Brah- 
mans, etc. for diseases and natural defects of body and mind, which are 
supposed to be due to a person’s sinful deeds in previous births. The 
work is incomplete. The name of the author has not been found in the 
portion that is available. 



MEDieiNE. 

Rasa Kamadhenu. 

The Rasakamadhci^u is a large compilation on the science of Ayur- 
veda as practised in ancient India. The compiler’s name is Chudamani. 
No information concerning him beyond his name is available from the 
work. The work is divided into four parts. The first is devoted to the 
medical practitioner’s tools and materials ; the second to the collection 
of metals and minerals of which medicines are to be made, the third to 
the “killing” [ that is to say, chemical resolution into a substance which 
can be assimilated by the human system and produce useful results ] of 
quicksilver ; and the fourth to the diagnosis of diseases and proscription 
of remedies for them. The tools are mainly those that are necessary for 
compounding drugs, such as postlc and mortor, pincers, blowing tube 
etc. The minerals are mica, quicksilver, sulphur, hartal, silajatu etc. 
The metals arc gold, silver, copper etc. For medicinal purposes they are 
reduced to ashes or a liquid form and taken in very minute doses. 


GRAMMaR. 

1. Kltantrala^huvritti. 2. Balabodhinivritti. 

Katantra sutras formed until a few years ago the chief grammatical 
study of the Kashmir Brahmans. These sntras are more or less element- 
ary and afford a vary easy key to the acquisition of the Sanskrit 
language. The tradition relating to them is as follows. 

A king and his queen were one day playing in water. The (lueen 
was proficient in Sanskrit, while the king was not. lie wont on con- 
tinually throwing water on her. She got twod ‘and cried to him 
“Modakam dehi” (ma udakam deW), i. c. “Doi^’t throw water on me." 
The king instead of dissolving the first compound word considered it as 
a simple word moaning “sweets” ( modaka ) and had a basketful of 
sweetmeats brought for her. The queen sent it away with a disdainful 
smile at the king's ignorance, which annoyed him to such an extent that 
he at once resolved upon learning Sanskrit immediately. On his 
enquiring if there was any one capable of leading him to a knowledge of 
Sanslirit by a short cut, a schola? named ^armavarmlcharya offered his 
services. He prepared the Katantra sutras, which really - are much 
easier to learn than the great Ash^adhyayi of PSnini. 

Chhuchchhukabliatta wrote a short commentary on them winch came 
to be known as the Katantralaghuvritti. 
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Later on, Jagaddhara Bhatta, the author of the well known 
Stuiihisumanjali, wrote a more elaborate commentary for the benefit 
of his soH; Yasodhara, which he called the Balabodhinivritti. 


UTERflTURE. 

h Sisupalavadha with Vallabhadeva’s 
eommentary. 

This is a large birch bark manuscript of Vallablvadeva's commentary 
on the famous poem, Sisupalavadha. Vallabhadeva was a Kashmiri 
poet and was the great-grandson of one Anandadeva of whom nothing 
is known. It appears from Vallabhadeva' s frequent references to the 
Grammar of Panini that this Grammar was more widely read in Kashmir 
in those days than it was in recent years when Katautru had almost 
entirely superseded it. 

2. Harivamsasahgraha, 

This birch bark manuscript is an abbreviated edition of the well- 
known Harivamsa, in which the genealogy of the princes of the Yadu 
race is given with much detail. As a number of pages both at the be- 
ginning and at the end are lost, it is not possible to discover the authoi 
of this summary. 


PHILOSOPHY. 

Isvarapratyabhiiiiavivrittivimarshini. 

Utpaladcva in the beginning of the tenth century A. D. composed 
the Pratyabhijfia Sutras, also a vivritti and a tika on them. Later on, 
to be more precise, in 4115 Kali era, i. e. 1015 A. D., Abhinavagupta, 
the disciple of his disciple Lakshmanagupta wrote his Isvarapra- 
tyabhijnavivrittivimarshini, which is a more elaborate exposition of the 
Pratyabhijna Sutras. In this work the author has not only elucidated 
many of the knottier problems which Utpala had imperfectly^ ex- 
plained, but ho has also reconciled |Jie apparent inconsitencies be- 
tween the latter's vr^Titti and tika. The subject-matter of the work is 
the attainment of Sivadvaita, oneness with Siva. In fact the 
Pratyabhijfia Sutras contend that the phenominal world ha^ no indipend- 
ent existence apart from the ^aktyollasa, the display of the power " of 
§iva, and that, therefore, the natural state of man is union with Sva. 



MlSeELLaNEeUS. 

L Radatisiksha. 

PadStisiksha is a tnhngual Infantry Manual written under the 
directions of Maharaja Ranbir Singh. The Maharaja’s intention was to 
replace the Enghsh terms of command etc. by their equivalents in Sans- 
krit. The English terms with their Sanskrit equivalents are explained 
in Hindi. The first part of the work is devoted to the drill of foot 
soldiers ; the second to the disposition of troops in battle and general 
musters (this is called samudaya (^) siksha); the third, Rayantrabhyasa, 
is devoted to the care of rifles ( rayantra ) and rifle drill. 

2 Shnikapaddhati. 

The term Ahnikapaddhati hter.illy translated means “ daily 
practice.” It was written by the order of Maharaja Ranbii Singh by 
Navya Chaniidas, a Pandit of Kuiukshetra, in the service of the Maha- 
raja. It IS a treatise on what a prince ought to do every day from the 
time he leaves his bed in the early morning to the time he retires for 
the mght. It was prepared for the benefit and observance of the 
princes of the Maharaja’s family. It enjoins that a prince should leave 
his bed at sunrise, perform his ablutions, dress, start for riding 
exercase, and keep himself physically fit by swinging clubs etc. On his 
return from open air ciercisc he should study for some time, then take 
his meals : this would be about noon. After that he should attend 
the king’s court and partiapate in the administrative business of the 
day. When the court adjourns he should go to inspect the army and 
submit a report to the king, his father, on the condition of the troops. 
Then he should take his evening e.xercis3. Hunting is specially 
recommended, because it affords the prince opportunities of seeing 
different places- In the evening before retiring he should have the 
stones of great kings read out to him and model his conduct upon 
theirs. 

This little work presents a noteworthy example of what an en- 
lightened Hindu ruler of the old type wished his children to be, and 
what he considered to bo the ideal of Hindu kingship. 
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